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April 1, 1955 


in These reece 


al ee a IcU Rural Missionary Course...4 
Takes on New Responsibility. .4 


Even eye eee the war, 

Teader in the oc and became the General 

the Nihon Kirisuto Kyodan was formed 

5 however, the NGC and all other Protestant Christian 

i aad in eas {except the Japan Episcopal Church) 

ba part of this organization. JDuring the war years, 

£ wee there was no NCC as such, out in May 1948 the present 
S formed; and Rev. bisawa was elected as General Secretary. 


ee ne es es os ee ne 


tarting with himself as the only secretary and a, borrowed 
a corner of a Kyodan office as the only center of oper- 
Rev. Ebisawa has built the post-war NCC into the present 
ion: wita thirteen secr per ies, can wive office workers 


e Rev. Ebisawa was a minister in the Kycdan, it is fit- 
the new General Secretary, Rev. Kiyoshi Hirai, be a 

fe Rev, | Hirai was the Former moderator of the Evangelical 
AU One of the Vice-chairmen, Rev. Yukichi Makise, 
cue tne Evangelical Lutheran Church, The other 

2 shop Beas Yashiro, is the presiding bishop 
Spi scopal Church: (§ Seikokai). 


eppointed ee ates. and 103, of the We 
elegates. gathered from all over Japan. They 
On, OF the Kyodan, Michio Kozaki to be the 


an i 
| Bory pet ; 
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2p y was given to ear ne reports and 
This past year has Ry 
-Lacour, Dr. Kagawa, voit 
"Purther, a 


by Rev. 


r written with the eocperatton of ten outstanding 
Sedma ‘ 
,» reminded the delegates that Christ has been 
th century when Xavier brought the Gospei 
Brie, speaks to many men beyond the walls of the church 
h en institutions and Ese followers of His who 
| Christ: iS ab wortsin 


Fo ohiko Kagawa heiped the group to frankly face some of 
ficu ties involved in evangelisr in Japan today. Among 

are the international problems such as anti-American feclirg 
an and the influences of Communi st ; as well as pRooiLems 
Yapan such as the present economic depression, revivine - 

sm, Shintoism, and nationalism. The lack of” auiby within the 
tself is a great problem in presenting the message of the 


uring this year the Centenary Movement plans to Garry forward 
paed oT aba ele Beh Yells s putting especial emphasis on 


3 evangelistic campaigns. Dr. Jones will carry on his 
Ww.ie pre aching M1iSsiOn in which he is present y engaged. 
igawa will | to as leading pastors ae laymen to form 


evan: Evangelism. National and local spbeeencss followed 
tutes to study methods of visitation evangelism are prc- 
-this. method of evangelism is seen by some as a rea lly 
hope for the needs of Japan. 


r's special evangelistic teams will come again this summer 
ae the work done in Fukushima ek Last vig ere to exX= 


nad evanglism through the media of musical and audio 
ae. wil be eee on by ors. Morris ane _Levett wkoe will 
ond iste this” 


oo cs voted to negotiate to become an 
of the World Souncil of Churches, After ne- 
odan and the Seikokal, the NOG. Wit Cry te 
ion on the theme. cf Faith ane Ord ary: 
ination of Hae: sever. separay >” 
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approved for this year allots for Administration 

ublic Relations ¥500,000, Home and Family Life 

ACO ¥10,116,000, Christian Literature Gommission 

and Church School ¥3,702,000. (compare this with 

given in JCAN #36 April 1, 1954 p.1), About 70% of the 

4, funds is raised in the United States of America. However, 

“money gained from the sale of literature and the money ; 

urned into the Revolving Fund of the Christians Literature 

mmission be included (as it is above), then only 50% of the total 

dget can be said to come directly from the USA. The total budget 

ry this year is 33.5 million as compared to 27 and 29 mission for 

@ two years preceeding, (About 3 million of this increase may 

be accounted for by the inclusion of the money from the sale of 
iterature in the total budget for the first time.) 


Moat 26 interesting to note the comparison of this year's sta- 
tics with those for last of those groups cooperating with the 


This year Last year 
Churches © 15, 520 1,548 
Preaching Stations 453 L457 
Japanese pastors ee BYE Pare te. 
Missionaries 665 549 
Membership 206 , 931 196.7571: 
Baptisms 12,729 14,395 


‘ 


be pointed out that part of the decrease in the number of 
es.and preaching stations is due to the withdrawal of the 
me church from the NCC. ‘A : 


in censure of government officials who pay homage at re- 

s shrines and are considering rebuilding AER shrines, 
.C. resolved that Religious freedom must bec preserved as 

in the Constitution. Religious freedom is a basic human 

s well as an integral force for democracy, it was stated. 
corded in Article 12 of the Constitution of Japan, "It is 

1 to compel anyone to attend or participate in religious 
Vals or any religious activities." The law also states "that 


moral life in Japan, We have a great opportunity 


e moral fiber of Japan acting on the prerogatives 
FOE - We must love one another througn sacri- 
1 life. - We must create tre spirit of social 
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The NCC also passed three timely resolutions at these meetings. 


ee 


™ 

he’ ‘sense of urgency and realization of un- - 
CY: in this country where only one percent of the o 

farmers. For five days this interdenominational 

onal group of missionaries ‘heard lectures and dis- 


Pe eeacialicts who lectured were: Dr. Gordon Bowles 

niv. who gave an anthropological introduction to the 

- culture; Dr. Lindstrom who gave the results of research 

ral rural communities by research fellows of ICU; and 

; government officials who explained various services of “yo a 
vernment to rurai people and ways that the missionaries s 
cooperate with these services. _ 


though many practical projects were discussed (from decon- 
inating "night soil to enriching the diets of puny pullets) 
, of the missionaries were impressed by the high degree of 
ical proficiency of government workers and felt that the 
they could best serve was in relating people in need to the 
per sources Of help as well as backing this help up with a 

‘tual context. For instance Dr. David Takahara, speaking 
Japan "4 H Club" pointed out the weakness in the area of 
-is almost inevitable because religion as sucn can not 
ht in the Japanese schools. He suggested that the way 
‘could be corrected was through Christian leaders taking an 
part in local clubs witnessing through their lives and 
al contacts with the members. 


lar Course is projected for next year. Plans will be 
closer conjunction with the NCC and the rural commissions 
sted denominations. 


